
Active International Students Quick Facts 
March 2021 Update 
Updated data source: September 2020 SEVIS data  
 
Background: 

NAFSA, APLU and INTO previously released, Factors Influencing U.S. International Student Enrollment 
Growth, a groundbreaking report highlighting the findings of a longitudinal analysis of data derived 
from 11 publicly available sources. In December 2020, the Student and Exchange Visitor Program 
(SEVP) published raw snapshot data reflecting active Student and Exchange Visitor Information System 
(SEVIS) records in September 2020, which provide new insights into the impact of the global pandemic 
on international students. 
 
SEVP data show there were a total of 905,277 active international student records in September 2020. 
Data covering August 2018 to January 2020 demonstrate an average decline of 1.7 percent. Between 
January 2020 and September 2020, the decline surged to 21 percent. The difference between the 
three-year average and the 2020 figure represents an excess decline of 19.3 percent over and above 
what would have been expected, all things being equal.  
 
Change in Active International Students by Top Sending Country 
 

 
 
 

 

https://shop.nafsa.org/detail.aspx?id=IEMREPORT2020
https://shop.nafsa.org/detail.aspx?id=IEMREPORT2020
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sevis-data-mapping-tool/september-2020-sevis-data-mapping-tool-data
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Change in Active International Students by Continent 

  

 
 
 
Change in Active International Students by Level of Study 
 

 
 

% Change BACHELOR'S MASTER'S DOCTORATE ASSOCIATE LANGUAGE 

3 prior reporting period 
average 

0.43% -3.9% 0.4% -3.9% -3.4% 

Jan 2020 - Sep 2020 -19.9% -20.2% -4.0% -22.0% -43.0% 
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Change in Active International Students by Top Host U.S. State 
 

 
 

 
 


